The traits Moses possessed and displayed

In Exodus chapters 5 and 6, we can identify several leadership characteristics and traits in
Moses. Here are some key traits along with cross-references to apply to our personal lives:

1. Courage

o Trait: Moses boldly confronts Pharaoh, despite the potential danger to his life
(Exodus 5:1).

o Cross-Reference: Joshua 1:9 - "Have | not commanded you? Be strong and

courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go."

o Application: Just as Moses faced Pharaoh, we too can confront challenges with
courage, knowing that God is with us.

2. Perseverance

o Trait: Despite the initial failure and increased burden on the Israelites, Moses
continues to follow God's commands (Exodus 5:22-23; Exodus 6:10-13).

o Cross-Reference: Galatians 6:9 - "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up."

o Application: Perseverance in the face of difficulties can lead to eventual success
and fulfillment of God's plans.

3. Obedience

o Trait: Moses faithfully follows God'’s instructions even when the outcomes are
uncertain (Exodus 6:2-6).

o Cross-Reference: 1 Samuel 15:22 - "But Samuel replied: 'Does the Lord delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is better
than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of rams.""

o Application: Obedience to God’s will, even in challenging times, is crucial for
leadership and personal growth.

4. Humility

o Trait: Moses expresses his doubts and feelings of inadequacy openly to God,
showcasing his humility (Exodus 6:12, 30).

o Cross-Reference: Philippians 2:3 - "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves."



o

Application: Embracing humility allows us to rely on God and seek His guidance in
our leadership.

5. Intercession

o

6. Faith

o

o

Trait: Moses prays to God on behalf of the Israelites when their burdens are
increased (Exodus 5:22-23).

Cross-Reference: 1 Timothy 2:1 - "l urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers,
intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people."

Application: Interceding for others in prayer is a powerful act of leadership and
compassion.

Trait: Despite the circumstances, Moses trusts in God's promises and remains
committed to his mission (Exodus 6:2-9).

Cross-Reference: Hebrews 11:24-26 - "By faith Moses, when he had grown up,
refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to be mistreated
along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin."

Application: Strong faith in God's promises can sustain us through difficult times
and guide our decisions.

By examining these traits in Moses, we can learn valuable lessons for our own lives, inspiring
us to be courageous, perseverant, obedient, humble, intercessory, and faithful leaders. Do any
of these traits particularly resonate with you?



Great question! While characteristics and traits are often used interchangeably, they do have
distinct meanings, especially in the context of describing people.

Characteristics

Characteristics refer to the attributes or features that define a person, group, or thing. These
are broader descriptors that can encompass both personality traits and other qualities such as
physical attributes or roles. Characteristics can often be more general.

Traits

Traits, on the other hand, are specific qualities or tendencies that are consistent across various
situations. These are often more specific than characteristics and can be seen as enduring
patterns in a person's behavior, thoughts, or emotions.

Examples of Characteristics and Traits with Historical Figures:
1. George Washington

o Characteristic: Leadership - George Washington was known for his role as a leader
during the American Revolutionary War and as the first President of the United
States.

o Trait: Honesty - Washington is often remembered for his honesty, famously
depicted in the cherry tree myth, where he supposedly said, "l cannot tell a lie."

2. Mother Teresa

o Characteristic: Compassion - Mother Teresa is widely recognized for her deep
compassion and care for the poor and sick.

o Trait: Selflessness - She consistently demonstrated selflessness by dedicating her
life to serving others without seeking personal gain.

3. Albert Einstein

o Characteristic: Intelligence - Einstein is renowned for his extraordinary intelligence
and contributions to theoretical physics.

o Trait: Curiosity - His persistent curiosity led him to question established scientific
norms and develop groundbreaking theories.

4. Rosa Parks

o Characteristic: Courage - Rosa Parks is known for her courageous act of refusing to
give up her bus seat, which sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott.



o Trait: Determination - Her determination in the face of injustice helped fuel the
civil rights movement.

5. Winston Churchill

o Characteristic: Resilience - Churchill is remembered for his resilience and
steadfastness during World War Il as the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom.

o Trait: Eloquence - His eloquence is evident in his powerful and motivational
speeches that rallied the British people.

Understanding these distinctions can help us appreciate the multifaceted nature of individuals
and how their unique combinations of characteristics and traits influence their actions and
legacies.



